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Abstract
The aim of this paper is to highlight the hidden features of Mughal wonder Shalamar Garden, Lahore. Shalamar Garden was completed in a period of one year five months and four days in 1641 in the supervision of Khalil Ullah Khan ordered by Emperor Shah Jehan. Shalamar Garden is constructed on the left bank of river Ravi with natural terraced topography to suit the requirement of running water, tanks, canals, cascades & fountains. This paper focuses on the detail study regarding the original concept of the Garden in the Mughal era, its architectural features, material, original flora, original design that were investigated during the course of research. As a result of structural degradation and human vandalism, the site was inscribed on UNESCO list of endangered sites in the year 2000.
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I. Introduction
Shalamar Garden is situated in the North Eastern part of Lahore. It is a grand symbol of Mughal Architecture. It was built by the Mughal Emperor Shahabudin Shah Jahan (Latif 1927) in 1641. Apart from its unique architecture (Fig. 1&2) Shalamar Garden is famous for its fruit trees and flowering shrubs. According to Kausar et al (1990), the garden was planted with Cypresses and Chinars, flower bushes and fragrant herbs and with the fruit trees of hot and cold climate. Among the fruit trees were those of mangoes, cherry, apricot, pear, apple, almond, quince, mulberry and orange..

II. Architectural details
The architectural details of Shalamar Garden have been so comprehensively discussed in the contemporary sources and numerous books and research articles, written in the 19th and 20th century, that there is hardly any need to re-describe them here. But at the same time, for the sake of coherence and continuity, it is important to review briefly the principal architectural features to the extent of establishing linkage between the objectives of the project and their meaningful interpretation. 

It is important to know the relevant details of Shalamar Garden such as selection of site, digging of canal from Madhupur to Lahore, architectural details of the garden, cost and period involved in its construction, have been discussed in contemporary sources. In this connection details of the architects and engineers involved in the Project of Shalamar Garden right from the stage of planning to its construction are also given.

III. The Upper terrace
The upper terrace of the Shalamar Garden commences from the present location of the office of the Incharge of Shalamar Garden. The present main entrance on southern side was pierced through the middle of Aram Gah or resting chambers of the Emperor comprising three rooms, two side rooms being double storeyed and one in the middle was single storey. The central canal running through the middle of upper terrace issues beneath the central room of the Aram Gah and bisects the upper terrace. It flows from south to north. 

.

IV. The Middle terrace
The great tank represents the important features of the middle terrace with two pavilions built in red sand stone on its western and eastern fringes. In the center of the tank is a raised platform commonly known as Mahtabi, approachable from the western and eastern side by causeways built in red sand stone in octagonal design. The Mahtabi is paved with marble and had grilled marble railing. Immediately below the great cascade is a royal marble throne measuring (8’-10” x 6’-2” x 4’-8”) with perforated railing.

IV. The lower terrace
The lower terrace, is similar to the upper terrace in its extent, in the design of its flower beds, its cross canal and the square shallow tanks formed by their intersection in the lower terrace is exactly similar to the Farah bakhsh garden. The only difference is that in the Faiz Bakhsh canal running from south to north has three lines of fountains instead of one as in the Farah Bakhsh which in this terrace number 143 in all. The length of the central and intersecting channels of the lower terrace is 461 meters.
 
V. Conclusion
The architectural details of Shalamar Garden have been so comprehensively discussed in the contemporary sources and numerous books and research articles, written in the 19th and 20th century, that there is hardly any need to re-describe them here. But at the same time, for the sake of coherence and continuity, it is important to review briefly the principal architectural features to the extent of establishing linkage between the objectives of the project and their meaningful interpretation. 

It is important to know the relevant details of Shalamar Garden such as selection of site, digging of canal from Madhupur to Lahore, architectural details of the garden, cost and period involved in its construction, have been discussed in contemporary sources.
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